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A startling repoﬂ' on deer
munagemeni'.by the Chief of
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife's

Game Management Division
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WE'VE GOT TO shoot more deer!

Deer hunting tomorrow will bear
faint resemblance to the lush condi-
tions of today unless we begin now—
to kill more deer. We've got to shoot
more deer if productive forestry is to
continue in many areas. The grouse
hunter and even the trout fisherman
may well prove the losers unless our
deer harvest is stepped up consider-
ably—more than doubled in many
states.

That’s not one man's opinion—it’s
the studied verdict of a great majority
of big-game administrators across the
country. The whitetails are running
riot and unless their numbers are
curbed we all stand to lose. The prob-
lem of too many deer is now common
to most states with a deer herd. But
as you'd expect, it's most aggravated
in states that boast (or bemoan) the
biggest herds.

A hungry deer reaches for food in an
overpopulated area of Michigan where
most of the available browse is gone.




It doesn’t make sense, does it? Huntihg pressure.

on deer is increasing annually. In some states the
number of hunters has increased tenfold in the past
20 years. The kill has climbed rapidly. Yet the adapt-
able whitetail has both extended its range and en-
larged its numbers. Looking into our recent his-
tory it’s plain to see what happened. Here’s how it
started:

Beginnings are inclined to be vague, and we don’t
know well the deer picture that presented itself to
the early American colonists. We do know that they
frequently had deer problems—problems of too few
deer. Qur beaver-trapping forebears met frequent
disappointment in their efforts to bring fresh meat
to the larder. And the annals of early explorers tell
of hunger and privation in areas which today have
deer in plague numbers. Contrary to popular notion
the primeval forests of 300 years ago did not abound
with deer and other big game.

Deer are critters of browsing habits. They can’t
make a living within the confines of a mature forest
where the lowest leaf would be out of reach to a
giraffe and where the forest floor has a foot of leaf
litter and nothing more. Neither can they make a
go of it in pure grasslands. As every deer hunter
knows, his quarry is an animal of the “edge.” It's
the edge of the marsh, the edge of the forest, and the
edge of a pond or stream where whitetails find the
elements of a good life. For it’s such combinations
that make the best cover and also produce the great-
est profusion of bushes and shrubs basic in the diet
of a “browser.”

In early colonial times these conditions were far
less extensive than today. Along its northern edge
the vast Great Plains prairie dovetailed in places
with hardwood forests. Through this zone, particu-
larly in the southern portions of Michigan, Minne-
sota, and Wisconsin, deer were plentiful. But in the
northern parts of these same States, as well as others

that were heavily forested, deer found slim pickings.

Then it happened. A mushrooming young Amer-
ica needed elbow room. Prairie grasslands required
little conversion to become productive farms, Hard-
wood forests were burned off to make space for an
expanding empire.

And even as today, there was little room for for-
aging deer in this new area of agriculture. They
were persecuted for being a pest, but they were
used heavily, too, as a basic source of fresh meat.
The cities were a dependable outlet for venison,
and market hunting made heavy inroads on their
numbers.

The picture was much the same over most of the
whitetail range. It varied, of course, in time accord-
ing to place. With early settlement in New England,
some concern for the future of deer was being shown
in the early 1700’s. By the Civil War era the animals
had been about eliminated from their native range
in the Lake States.

But building an empire requires more than a
thrifty agriculture. Timber was needed in quantity as
lumber for homes, schools, and factories. The log-
gers moved on northern forests and “opened up the
country.” Dense timber stands that had long kept
the forest floor in a dim half-light were eut clean.
Cut-over virgin forests grew back to brush land that
was almost pure fodder for deer. The loggers cre-
ated “edge” like it never existed before—and, alas!
probably never will again.

The whitetails responded. In the period of a gen-
eration as measured by man they had about saturated
their new-found environment. But their prosperity
was short-lived. The man-made range was kindly
in terms of a superbundance of food and cover but
it offered hazards as well.

The loggers with their camp hunters were still in
full swing. There was the urban demand for venison
that sustained market (Continued on page 31)

The end of the road for a Pennsylvania deer. Does and fawns are the
first to die from erowded conditions.

19




No mink ic as cmart

aca Victor trap

& NOMINK 15 SMART ENOUGH TO
LOGK AT § GETOUT OF THE RIGHT TRAR
THIS,VIC, = § TROUBLE WAS YOUR TRAP
MINK FOOTED | WASN'T STRONG ENOUGH TO
OUT OF MY | HOLD HIM. NEXT TIME USE A
TRAP AGAIN! | VICTOR TWO TRIGGER TRAP.
GUESS THEYRE] 7447 TRAP'S STRONG ENOUGH
GETTIN' < FORANY MINK-NO MATTER J
SMART! 2 1

Trapper Vic says:

“Mink pelts are worth too
much to take a chance on
losin’ ’em. Best way I
know to make sure of your
catch is to use the best-traps—Victors. Sure
to go, and sure to hold, Victors are the traps
that successful trappers usel”

ANIMAL TRAP C0. OF AMERICA, DEPT. 215, LITITZ, PA.

Victor Twe Trigger trap.
Choice of jaws, with or without feeth.

Yicto

~—make money for youl

WORLD’S LARGEST DECOY MAKERS
OFFER
WORLD'S

FINEST TENITE

DECOYS AT
Worlds Lowest Prices

tull Money Back Guarantee

o DESIGN. UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED supe-
fior fo all other plastic decoys selling as high as $45.00 per
doz. Only plastie decoys that won National Decoy contest,

©  DURABILITY. CUARANTEED. e e toughel

than any plastic decoy regardiess of price. Will last o lifetime. Light.
weight, built in dull colors. Keel equipped. Can't tip. Assorted
straight and turned heads. Hundreds of 1 ousands in use,

Model 53 Full Life Size in mallaed, black mallard, pintail. Sample

§1.85 Postpaid. $16.25 doz. Nt Postpaid.

Model 50 sfightly larger than life size, in mallard, black mallard, pin-

fail. Bluckill, redhead, convesback. Sample $2.05 Postpaid, 32495

doz. Not Fortpaid,

WRITE TODAY for huge free

catalog listing over 35 differ-

ent duck and goose decoys.

Address Dept. JKH

- 'was probably still secondary to one addi-

Whitetail Dilemma

(Continued from page 19)

hunting as a flourishing business. For this
trade, 100,000 carcasses were shipped in
1880 from express offices in the northern
lower peninsula of Michigan. Additional
untold numbers of animals were slaugh-
tered only for the hides.

And there were the fires. Hundreds of
fires that consumed millions of acres.
Some were unbelievable conflagrations
like the Peshtigo (Wisconsin) holocaust
of 1871 that cost 1,200 human lives and
swept over one and a quarter million
acres. These things, in the closing years
of the 1800’s, again brought many herds
- to a low point.

About the turn of the century it be-
came apparent that deer were going to
need help. They got it: legislative help in
endless variety. Market hunting where it
was still practiced was outlawed. Seasons
and bag limits were imposed for the first
time in some states, made more restrie-
tive in others. It was the era, too, that
gave birth to the buck laws.

And there were other notable develop-
ments. Law enforcement was being ap-
plied with a new vigor; and a system of
refuges provided year 'round protection.
Predators of deer—the wolf, cougar, lynx,
and bobcat—were cleaned out or greatly
reduced over vast areas. ;
. All of these things were to contribute
to the eventual comeback of the herds.
But the combined total of their effects

tional factor—range recovery. The devas-
tating fires which routinely followed log-
ging and charred the earth were
controlled with a far-flung system of fire
protection. It meant, in effect, that mil-
lions of acres of cut-over lands could
now function as a prime producer of
whitetails. And there were additional
millions of acres being added to the big
deer factory—marginal farms in Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, and New England.

The agricultural boom which followed
logging of the northern forests was peter-
ing out. The abandoned farms of vester-
year grew up to a variety of deer foods
and cover that excelled even that of the
second growth forest. All in all it repre-

sented a surprisingly large addition of
high capacity range.

In Massachusetts, for instance, two-
thirds of the state area was devoted to
farming when agriculture was at a peak
in 1880. The bubble broke and 1,400,000
acres of this one-time farm land was re-
turned to the deer. Now deer range
makes up two-thirds of the total land
area of the state.

New Hampshire had an agricultural
boom, too. At the peak in 1850-70, the
state area was about equally divided be-
tween farm and forest. The disillusioned
farmers began to pull out in numbers in
about 1900. When the exodus had fin.
ished, the land-use totals for the state
showed only 17 percent remaining in
agriculture—83 percent in forestry.

That was the stage setting of 50 years
ago. Deer herds were on the verge of
extinction over much of their range, but
circumstances, both natural and legis—
lated, were favorable to recovery. Once

more the deer came back, And how they
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came back—they exploded!

In Pennsylvania, for instance, the Game
Commission had tried to bolster their
nucleus herd by importing 1,200 animals
from a half dozen other states. This was
in the early 1900’s when you could walk
through the woods for days and never
sight a deer track in the snow. This was
in the years like 1907 when fewer than
200 of these “trophy animals” were killed
in the entire state. Yet in 1940, more than
186,000 deer were taken from a state herd
already past its peak, which a few years
earlier had been estimated at nearly a
million animals.

The same thing happened in the big
deer states of the midwest. In Wisconsin’s
biennial report for 1921-22 the chairman
of the Conservation Commission gloomily
prophesied:

“Deer are destined soconer or later to
cease to be a game animal in Wisconsin.

. We had confidently hoped that the
one buck law would safeguard them
against serious inroads but the increase
of hunters and easy accessibility to their
range, together with the encroaching tide
of civilization, has brought about a con-
dition that demands a most careful in-
vestigation.”

Just 20 years later the investigations
were under way—but for a different rea-
son—too many deer. Authors of a 1943
deer project report had this to say about
the Wisconsin situation:

“Since 1935 overbrowsing of Wisconsin
deer yards has been predominant. . . .
The trend of overbrowsing has been
growing steadily more acute for several
years. . . . In other words, the deer herd
has increased to the point of starvation,
while at the same time the available food
supply has been continually retarded and
reduced.”

Yes, the deer came back, but they
brought headaches with them. Farmers
and orchardmen were first to feel the
effects of too many deer. Then the for-
esters began to howl—future forests were
being consumed wholesale by the plague
of “browsers.” Grouse and rabbit hunters
complained when they saw what the de-
struction of ground cover was doing to
their pet species. In some areas this over-
utilization was of an intensity to destroy
watershed values so that even the fisher-
men were affected. Erosion and siltation
of streams was resulting.

And, of course, the deer, victims of
their own pyramiding numbers, were
heavy losers, too. Nationally, they starved
to death by the hundreds of thousands.
That was the situation which made its
first appearance 20 years ago and which
still exists commonly today.

Game men have watched it in the
making for two decades. And through
every conceivable medium they have
pleaded for public support in the job to
be done: “The unregulated growth of
our herds is cancerous,” the deer doctors
said, “and radical surgery—herd control
—offers the only hope of saving the ‘pa-
tient.’ ” But the response of the barber
shop experts was, “Let’s try aspirin tab-
lets.” And aspirin tablets it's been.

One of the early palliatives was Penn-
sylvania’s Deer-proof Fence Law of
1923. Through this expedient distressed
farmers were furnished 8-foot wire fenc-
ing to hold back the hungry herds, pro-
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viding they would meet half the cost of
construetion. Small landowners most in
need of help couldn't afford it—and for-
tunately so for the game department. Be-
cause fencing out deer “here” simply puts
more of them “there,” and followed to its
logical end the scheme would bankrupt
any game fund.

Wisconsin’s legislature tried to hush
complaining farmers by appropriating
$40,000 annually to pay deer and bear
damage complaints. In the last biennium
(1950-52) they shelled out close to $60,000
in payment of 613 deer-damage claims. If
such schemes were merely useless it
would be tragic enocugh, but they en-
couraged dishonesty among the citizenry
as well.

If surveys and studies could have
solved the deer problem for the for-
esters they wouldn't be yelling today.
Wisconsin’s Chief Forester with a crew
of 20 foresters, biologists, and game man-
agers walked 3,000 miles of marked lines
to study the effects of deer on 11,000
sample plots. Their findings: Each year
deer are crippling cne out of every five
acres of forest reproduction. The damage
to forest reproduction is 100 times more
serious than forest fires!

Starving deer are not a pretty sight
and misplaced sympathy, so stimulated,
has euchred most states into “feed the
deer” programs. Of course, you don’t
have io dig far to see the fallacies in
this one. If a feeding program is sub-
stantial enough to save starving animals
one year, you've simply blackmailed
yourself into a bigger feeding program
for the next winter. And boy, is it ex-
pensive! Here again, Wisconsin has had
one of the richest experiences, but you
can be sure it wasn't the game depart-
ment's idea:

The winter of 1942-43 was long and
cold in Wisconsin, snow was deep,
browse was in short supply, and deer
were everywhere. When the snow melted
back in the spring the carcasses were
there. No one knows how many starved
but estimates of the total loss ranged
irom 50,000 to 200,000. One thing sure,
more deer died that winter than had
been taken in any previous season by
the hunters.

The next meeting of the Legislature
earmarked 30 cents from each deer li-
cense for use in artificial feeding and
the purchase of deer yards. In the 1950-
52 biennium, Wisconsin spent $154,000
from this fund to feed starving deer.
While substantial, such an outlay of
sportsmen’s funds would not be objec-
tionable if favorable results could be
claimed. But deer feeding programs have
been fried around the country. The
unanimous feeling is that, in general,
they aggravate the problem.

By now, the deer management expedi-
ents—several million dollars’ worth—
have all been tried and found wanting.
In most progressive game states the
sportsmen and the public generally are
at last ready to buy what the big-game
administrators have been trying for 20
years to sell. Herd control through the
‘taking of hucks and does is going to
double the deer take in many states and
to the advantage of the herds as well as
the hunter. Such intensive methods of
cropping are the proven way of man-
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aging deer with any success.

Yes, the proven way. A number of
our states have been doing it with good
results for lo! these many years. New
Hampshire, for instance, has never had
a buck law. For 300 years, they have
had an annual season with both bucks
and does being legal game. The season
has never been shorter than 30 days
and in most recent years they have had
a 47-day season. Like every place else
their hunting pressure has doubled in
the past 10 years, yet their annual kill
has inereased sixfold since they first
started measuring it in 1922.

Massachusetts has never had a buck
law. There the annual kill continues to
climb in spite of increases in the num-
ber of hunters. Maine with a month-
long, any-deer season has done a good
job of cropping. Yet, with mounting gun
pressure the herd has doubled and re-
doubled in size each decade since 1920.

Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming are ex-
amples of western states that are mak-
ing the most of their deer crop by taking
bucks and does. Like the New England
states mentioned above they figure each
year to take off about 20 to 25 percent
of the fall population. By comparison
the buck law states don’t average much
over 10 percent of the fall total. In 2
few states like California and Vermont,
the sportsmen are getting only about 5
percent of the population, or one-fifth
of what could and should be harvested.

Prospects for doubling the hunter’s
share of the annual deer crop, in itself,
should be a commanding reason for
many states to re-examine their harvest
regulations. But there are bonus values
in realistic cropping, too. Biologists are
finding that as herds are reduced and
range conditions improve, the deer “co-
operate” in surprising ways:

They grow faster. A Massachusetts
field study showed that 6-months-old
fawns on good range averaged 5 inches
taller and weighed 32 pounds more than
their brethren of the same age on poor,
range.

They have better “racks.” On browse-
deficient range in New York State, only
38 percent of the 18-month-old bucks
had two or more points to the antler.
But on healthy range, 86 percent of this
age group were fork-horns or better.

Their reproductive rate speeds up. On
beat-up, over-crowded ranges in several
states, does are found to average a sin-
gle fawn and in some places less than
that. Yet does regularly bear twins, even
triplets, where conditions of proper
nourishment are present. In these states
the average is nearer two fawns per doe.

Tacts like these are helping the sell-
ing job in the “hold-out” states. It's
been a slow and painful process for
some, but they're beginning to get the
message through to their hunters. In
1951, West Virginia tried a “hunter’s
choice” season, the first of its kind
since 1909. Their kill was 3 times what
it had been in any previous “buck law”
year. Last year they tried it again and
it looked equally good. Chances are
they'll follow the “any deer” pattern
from here on.

Following extremely high starvation
losses in 1942, Wisconsin managed to get
a d-day “antlerless” season following 4
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rubber — made to sell for $2.95 —
our special, while they last, complete
with easy mounting instructions $1.50
. ea., 2 for $2.75 ppd.

GUN PARTS—13,000,000 in stock. US. &
Foreign, modern & obsolete—write wants for
free quotation. Satisfaction always guaran-
teed, dealers invited.

NUMRICH ARMS CO_MPANY
West Hurley 2, N. Y.
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days of “forked horn” hunting. All told,
they took 128,000 deer—3 times the kill
of any previous year, The “gloomy
Guses” pointed their fingers at the
conservation department and yelled,
“They've ruined our deer herd.” They
kept on yelling it through subsequent
vears of “bucks only” hunting, and all
the time the facts belied them.

But it took Wisconsin 5 years fo break
the blister raised by iis first doe season
in 1943. In 1949 they managed to swing
it again and took 159,000. They followed
up with two more years of “any deer”
shooting for a 3-year total of 450,000—
300,000 more than would have been
taken by “bucks only” hunting and the
equivalent of 10 years' kill under the
buck law. And this was mainly a by-
product of the basic accomplishment—
preservation and recovery of rapidly di-
minishing range.

Michigan, another “million deer” state,
has had difficulties second only to Wis-
consin in selling their public on the
critical need for herd control. Last hunt-
ing season, climaxing a 20-year battle to
bring relief to ravaged wintering yards,
Michigan got its foot in the door. They
had 2 conservative “any deer” period
during the last 3 days of their regular
season in the northern Lower Peninsula.

According to preliminary estimates
they took 100,000 deer in the 3 days.
This was in addition to an estimated
60,000 bucks taken during the regular
season. Reporis from intensive surveys
during and after the hunt say: “. . . No
overshooting, . . . lots of deer left . . .

- winter food nearly adeguate for the
herd for the first time in two decades.”

The band wagon of progressive deer
management -is rolling and most states
are climbing aboard. Those that don’t
may preview their future by considering

- Pennsylvania’s experience. For it was
Pennsylvania who first could boast a
million-deer herd. And it was here, 25
years ago, that the penalties of over-
population first unfolded. Then as now
the department knew and preached the
requirement for herd reduction. But
their hunter clientele gave only token
support. Today, in 1953, they tell this
story:

“ .. We have had too many deer too

long. And neo amount of human effort

can change the faets. Most of our deer
range is ruined, partly because of the
forest’s natural growth, but principally
because too many deer have literally
eaten it to death, even as they them-
selves are now starving”

“Because we failed to balance the
herd with its availzble food supply, be-
cause it is no longer within buman prov-
ince to provide sufficient additional food
economically without desiroying other
more valuable resources, we will have
fewer deer within the foreseeable fu-
ture,”

% .. Closing the season entirely would
only hasten the proeess. Shooting the
deer down to rock bottom would help
but little because now if is too late.
There would be no recovery because
there is no food for recovery. Much of

it is desert—a forest desert with rotting |

bones of starved deer.”
You'll have to admit—this is herd re-
duction the hard way. ®

Make a Good Rifle Better

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED
MOUNTS FOR EACH ACTION

Whether yours is the imported
Mannlicher-Schoenaver carbine il-
lustrated or a standard domestic
rifle, LEUPOLD Adjusto-Mounts
with built-sin windage and eleva-
tion adjustments are specifically
engineered to fit your rifle’s ac-
tion, Sturdy hinged. rings secure
the scope fo the rifle mechanically
without vse of springs...another
LEUPOLD exclusive.

Scopes and Mountis
Clearer magnification; brighter sight image (by
actual independent laboratory tests); wider
field of view —these make a LEUPOLD scope
the best big game scope you can own, Always
centered, fixed reticles give greater dependabil-
ity. Accurate elevation and windage settings
are made in the amazing LEUPOLD Adjusto-
Mount.

LEUPOLD scopes are precision con-

structed...and an exclusive LEUPOLD process-
ing replaces normal moisture-laden air with
nitrogen. They're guaranteed fog-proof.

At Your Sporting Goods Dealer or Write for Literafure

LEUPOLD SCOPES and MOUNTS

LEUPOLD & STEVENS INSTRUMENTYS, INC., PORTLAND 13. OREGON

G.(H.BRBI‘I}EE S'I;\’LE :
rand Noew, -
34inchesiong 2 $| 425
41bs.,3 oz. é =
EXCLUSIVE WITH UNITED!
From GERMANY, home of some of the
world’s finest hunting and military guns
3 come thesesuperb rifies, Factory was found
5 in1865in Thuringin, Germany’s great arsenal and
5 home of the famous li’auser Gun Works. Today, the
plant has been moved to the American Zone and these
rifles are made to rigid UNITED requirements. Bears the fa-
‘mous UNITED “Seal of Quality’”” BECAUSE this feather-
weight model is rugged in everydetail. One screwtake down
assembly. Shoots Longs, Shorts and Long Rifle (regular and
high powered). Has antomatic ejector with self adjosting
sporting rear sightand blade front sight. Sturdy Beechstock,
barrel has SIXlands. Bluedthruout. CHROME plated smooth
working bolt action. Amazing accu- | 10-Day NO-RISK Trial
racy at 100 yard range. Ammunition | gsefor]0 deys. fpot folly
is available anywhere and replace- | satisfied return for full re-
ment parts can easily be had if ever | fund! Remit$14.55. Rifla
needed. Low eostskilledlabormakes | shipped express, Trang:
gosalble this amazing bargain price. ?:wite $2,00 deposit. Mail
upply limited ag yet, so act quick! | Orders Only. None sold
UNITED ARMS CO., United Bldg. ! to minors. ATE AGE4
9043 South Western Avenue, Dept. HOB-1748, Chicago 20, 111.

KUT-0P

FOLDING
SAW

Pat. Pend.

. for
HOME USE

'HUNTERS

¥ Don't hack meat to pieces with
axes or ruin knives by pounding
through bones with rocks. Use a
KUT-UP to quarter carcass. Fast, clean,
casy, lighter than belt ax...only 7 oz.
Has 11 in. Swedish steel blade, hardwood
handle, 3 position safery locks blade straight
for poultry, kitchen, freezer; locks at angle
$ 95 for heavy bone cuts on deer, elk,

beef; locks closed for belt carry,

safe storage.

At stores or postpaid direct from

11048 S, Van Ness Ave,
THE HOOD CO. ios Angeles 47, Calif.

In k lated
“ROYAL WORCESTER”

HUNTING BOOTS

Keep your feet warm and dryl

Here’s the huniing hoot you've always
wanted . . . leather for comfort and foot
health . . . insulated to keep your feel warmer
in winter, cooler in summer . . . amazingly:
water-resistant for hunting in snow and rain.

QOnly “Royal Worcesters” give you all this,
in soft, pliant leather that needs no breaking
in. Non-skid soles for firm, safe footing—
moccasin or plain toe styles, 6, 8 or 10 inch
tops. Surprisingly low-priced, too! :

Treat your feet to “Royal Worcesters” this
falll Try on a pair at your sporting goods
dealer’s or write

- WORCESTER SHOE CO.
: 69 HAMMOND ST. =~
WORCESTER, MASS.
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